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MINUTES OF THE ORGANIZATIONAL AND REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETINGS OF THE TOWN 

BOARD OF THE TOWN OF FORT ANN HELD JANUARY 14, 2013 COMMENCING AT 7:03 P.M. 

 

PRESENT:    DARLENE Z. DUMAS, SUPEVISOR 

     DUANE A. BURCH, COUNCILMAN 

     BRUCE K. WHITNEY, COUNCILMAN 

     GRETCHEN R. STARK, COUNCILWOMAN 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:   HELEN DENNO, CONFIDENTIAL SECRETARY TO  

      THE SUPERVISOR 

     PAUL WINCHELL, SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS 

 

ABSENT:    ALFRED E. DUNLOP, COUNCILMAN 

 

RECORDING SECRETARY:  MARY JANE GODFREY, TOWN CLERK 

 

Meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and a moment of silence was held for 

three deceased Fort Ann residents. 

 

Supervisor Dumas thanked the Town employees and spoke on the events that happened in 

2012; passing the Code of Ethics, appointing a Board of Ethics, reduced expenses, the Town 

being under the 2% cap, highway equipment being paid, BANs on Hadlock (which were reduced 

by using a bond), an excellent rating for the Town by Moody’s Financial Group and the Battle 

Hill Project the Town supports.  Committees will be formed for Financial and Infrastructure.  

Supervisor Dumas stated the Town is pledged to protect the Town residents. 

 

Motion was introduced by Ms. Stark and seconded by Mr. Burch to open the 2013 

Organizational Meeting at 7:12 p.m. 

 

Motion was carried. 

 

Resolutions and Motions:  All are with Alfred E. Dunlop being absent.  The full text of all 

resolutions are attached. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-001 was introduced by Mr. Whitney and seconded by Ms. Stark to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Establishing Rules of Procedure.” 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-001 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-002 was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Mr. Whitney to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Setting 2013 Town Board Meeting Schedule.” (2nd Monday of 

every month or, if a holiday, the 2nd Tuesday of that month.) 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-002 was duly adopted. 
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Resolution No.: 2013-003 was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Ms. Stark to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Authorizing Banking Transactions.” (Glens Falls National Bank & 

Trust Company.) 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-003 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-004 was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Ms. Stark to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Authorizing Advance Approval of Claims.” 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-004 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-005 was introduced by Ms. Stark and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Authorizing Town Supervisor to File Annual Financial Report in 

Town Clerk’s Office.” 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-005 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-006 was introduced by Ms. Stark and seconded by Supervisor Dumas to 

accept resolution entitled “Resolution Designating Official Newspaper.”  (The Post Star.) 

 

Ayes:   3     Nays:   1 (Whitney)     Abstain:   0      Absent:   1 (Dunlop) 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-006 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-007 was introduced by Mr. Whitney and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Establishing Mileage Allowance.” ($.40 per mile.) 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-007 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-008 was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Ms. Stark to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Delegating Duties to the Supervisor.” 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-008 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-009 was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Mr. Whitney to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Establishing the Office of the Deputy Town Supervisor.” 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-009 was duly adopted. 
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Resolution No.: 2013-010 was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Ms. Stark to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Establishing the Office of the Deputy Town Highway  

Superintendent.” 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-010 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-011 was introduced by Mr. Whitney and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept  

Resolution entitled “Resolution Appointing Registrar of Vital Statistics and Records Access 

Officer.”  (Virginia Parrott.) 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-011 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-012 was introduced by Ms. Stark and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Appointing a Fort Ann Planning Board Member.” (Howard 

Denison.) 

 

Roll Call: Ayes: Stark, Dumas Nays: Burch, Whitney Absent: Dunlop 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-012 was tabled for the February 11, 2013 Regular Town Board Meeting. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-013 was introduced by Mr. Whitney and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Regarding Alternate Planning Board Members.” (3 alternates.)   

 

Resolution No.: 2013-013 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-014 was introduced by Mr. Whitney and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Appointing a Town Planning Board Chairman.”  (Donald 

Bedeaux.) 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-014 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-015 was introduced by Mr. Whitney and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Concerning a Town Planning Board Secretary.” 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-015 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-016 was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Ms. Stark to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Setting 2013 Salaries of Elected Officials and Highway 

Employees.” 

 

 Town Supervisor      $11,000.00 

 Deputy Town Supervisor     $2,000.00 

 Town Council Member     $2,831.85 

 Town Clerk       $22,860.00 
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 Clerk to the Supervisor     $11,842.00 

 Town Assessor      $47,726.00 

 Town Tax Collector      $7,765.00 

 Town Budget Officer      $1,200.00 

 Town Justice       $13,200.00 

 

 Clerk to the Justice      $14,861.00 

 Town Highway Superintendent    $48,977.00 

 Town Deputy Highway Superintendent   $2,000.00 

 First Deputy Town Clerk     $10.75 per hour 

 Machine Equipment Operator    $16.45 per hour plus 

          Longevity 

 Hadlock Dam Inspector     $2,500.00 

 New Hire       $15.45 per hour 

 Part-Time       $12.40 per hour 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-016 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-017 was introduced by Mr. Whitney and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Authorizing Fire Protection Contracts.” 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-017 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-018 was introduced by Ms. Stark and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Authorizing Contract and Payment With Penflex, Inc. for 

Purpose of LOSAP Program for West Fort Ann and Pilot Knob Fire Districts.” 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-018 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-019 was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Ms. Stark to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Appointing Town Health Officer.”  (Dr. David L. Foots, MD.) 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-019 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-020 was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Mr. Whitney to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Appointing Town Legal Counsel.”  (Fitzgerald Morris Baker & 

Firth, PC.) 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-020 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-021 was introduced by Ms. Stark and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Appointing Town Engineer.”  (Jarrett Engineers, PLLC, 12 E. 

Washington Street, Glens Falls, NY 12801.) 
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Resolution No.: 2013-021 was duly adopted. 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-022 was introduced by Mr. Whitney and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

resolution entitled “Resolution Authorizing Official Undertaking.” 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-022 was duly adopted. 

 

Organizational Meeting was declared closed at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Motion was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Mr. Whitney to approve the Town Board 

Minutes of December 10, 2012. 

 

Ayes:       3   Dumas, Burch, Stark 

Nays:       0   None 

Absent:   1   Dunlop 

 

Motion was carried. 

 

Motion was introduced by Ms. Stark and seconded by Mr. Burch to pay the bills as warranted 

and audited. 

 

Motion was carried. 

 

Monthly Statement to Supervisor was distributed to Town Board and Town Clerk.  Copies may 

be obtained upon request. 

 

Business Development Committee:  Information will be available in the future and the next 

meeting will take place in February, 2013. 

 

Phone calls to Supervisor Dumas for December, 2012 were 35+/-. 

 

No further information was received on the Office of State Comptroller on the recent audit. 

 

The Food Pantry site is still needed for Fort Ann. 

 

Supervisor stated there were two fires in Fort Ann. 

 

Town Clerk read her December, 2012 Report. 

 

Public Comment was opened at 7:36 p.m. 

 

Dale Grinnell, State Rte. 4, Fort Ann, NY spoke on perhaps the Town obtaining high-speed 

internet through Prime Link. 
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Public Comment was declared closed at 7:37 p.m. 

 

Highway Superintendent Report:  Mr. Winchell reported on plowing, equipment and stated 

everything is “good to go.”  Also, the highway employees were cutting brush and tree work was 

done on Dewey’s Bridge Road. 

 

Bid (1) was received from the following for sale of the Town’s surplus equipment; a 2002 

Highlander Jr Stainless Steel Sander, as is, Electric Run, Serial No. 851617H 7638B061: 

 

 Rick McGuire, 85 Buttermilk Falls Road, Fort Ann, NY in amount of $750.00 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-023 was introduced by Mr. Whitney and seconded by Mr. Burch to accept 

the bid of Rick McGuire in the amount of $750.00 for one 2002 Highlander Jr Stainless Steel 

Sander rated as surplus equipment. 

 

Ayes: 4 Nays: 0 Abstain: 0 Absent: 1 (Dunlop) 

 

Resolution No.: 2013-023 was duly adopted. 

 

Recreation Committee will send out questionnairs on a February 2, 2013 fund raiser concerning 

interest and liability.  The next meeting will take place in March, 2013, (every other month).  

Work on the hike/bike trail from Kingsbury to Fort Ann will be at no cost to the Town and will 

be under the direction of Champlain Canal Way Trail Action Committee. 

 

Mr. Grinnell spoke on American Battlefields for grants to research Battle Hill in Fort Ann.  Also, 

a question was asked of Mr. Grinnell on where the stone originated for the Old Stone House 

Library. 

 

Virginia Parrott, Historian, questioned through Mr. Grinnell, if the prison program could do 

community service for the Town cemeteries.  It was stated it is no longer a service.  Supervisor 

Dumas will investigate.  It was suggested that the Town could use the Alternative Sentencing 

Program for the service. 

 

Correspondence/Miscellaneous:  NYMIR (insurance) rates are decreasing slightly.   

North Queensbury Rescue Squad is requesting a donation from the Town. 

Association of Towns will hold a Training School in New York City in February 17 – 20, 2013. 

The Town received a Thank You note from Christine Milligan on the help she received on the 

Battle Hill Project. 

 

Waste Connections thanked the Town and stated the rate increase of 3.5% at the ACE Carting 

on State Rte. 149 will be in effect in January, 2013. 

 

Public Information:  A meeting will be held January 29, 2013 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the 

Town Hall on the County Rte. 16 bridge over Half-Way Brook. 
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Washington County:  No important information to report. 

 

Public Discussion was declared open at 7:47 p.m.  Hearing no discussion, the Public Discussion 

was declared closed at 7:48 p.m. 

 

Motion was introduced by Mr. Burch and seconded by Ms. Stark to adjourn at 7:48 p.m. 

 

Motion was carried. 

 

Total Abstracts: General - $18,639.77  Highway: - $16,763.89 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Mary Jane Godfrey, Town Clerk 

Dated:  January 18, 2013    Town of Fort Ann, New York 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


